
 

 
June 2020 
 
Dear Families, 
 
This has been a year with many unforeseen challenges but I’m proud of the way our St. Mary’s Catholic 
School community has come together to find innovative solutions to these unique challenges. Thank 
you for your patience and understanding as we have had to adjust, like you, to the drastic changes in 
life during the last few months. I am extremely appreciative of our students, parents, teachers, and staff, 
for their positivity, flexibility, and resilience during these trying times. I will keep you updated on plans for 
the start of school in the fall as information becomes more clear. I can reassure you St. Mary’s School will 
strive to make the best decision for the students. This report will provide some information with regards to 
the current state of our school.   
 

Mission Statement 
 

St. Mary’s Catholic School is a faith-filled community that illuminates the teachings of Jesus by 
using our hearts, hands, and voices as Christian witnesses while striving for academic excellence. 

 

Financial Report 
 

The cost to educate a student at St. Mary’s School will be $5425 for the 2020-2021 school year. The 
following areas are the ways in which St. Mary’s is funded.  
 
Tuition: Tuition will increase $50 per child/year for the 2020-2021 school year:  

First Child Grades K-6 $1875 

Second Child Grades K-6 $1550 

Third Child Grades K-6 $1275 

*Add an additional $950 per student if not a registered member of a Parish 

Preschool:   Little Saints Preschool tuition rates for the 2020-2021 school year: 

5 full days:  $400.00/month 

4 full days:  $325.00/month 

3 full days:  $250.00/month 

2 full days:  $175.00/month  available for 3- year olds only 

5 half days:  $200.00/month   

3 half days:  $125.00/month  available for 3- year olds only 

** Preschool students can be dropped off at 7:30am; school will begin at 8:00.  
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
Financial Report-continued 
 
Subsidy: St. Mary’s Church will support the school with $130,000 for the 2020-2021 school year. Because  

of the current financial status of the parish, we will also be receiving $70,000 from the 
Endowment Fund and $30,000 from the St. Mary’s School Auction surplus fund. We are very 
thankful for the support from the parish council and finance committee. It is the mission of St. 
Mary’s Church to praise God, build up God’s kingdom on earth, and respond to God’s call with 
personal commitment and action; one of the ways they do this is by the formation of our young 
people at St. Mary’s School and faith formation. 

 
Donations: We also receive many donations from companies and individual people throughout the 
year  

that helps us balance our budget. 
 
Stacy Meyer Scholarship Fund: The Stacy Meyer Scholarship Fund was started in memory of Stacy, a  

former St. Mary’s Catholic School parent, who passed away in a motor vehicle accident in May 
of 2019. The 2020-21 school year will be the first year the Stacy Meyer Scholarship Fund is 
available to families who qualify for financial assistance. Assistance is available for students in 
grades Pre-K through 6th grade. This scholarship fund has been started with the generous gifts of 
Stacy’s family, friends, and community members who were touched by Stacy’s giving nature. 
We will continue to accept donations to keep the fund available for many years to come. 

 
Fundraisers:   

Fundraiser  Amount Raised 
in 2019-2020 

  Extra Programs that 
generate revenue 

Amount Received 
in 2019-2020 

Freeport Golf Classic  $8,000.00  Box Tops  $770.30 

St. Bernard/St. Elizabeth 
Breakfast 

$5,208.00  Coca Cola Give  $180.25 

Marathon/Prayer-a-thon  $26,796.00  Pop Cans  $731.90 

Catholic Schools 
Breakfast 

$6,314.00  Coborn's More Rewards  $1,558.00 

Auction  $73,149.00  Arvig  $2,197.00 

Raffle  $7,300.00     

 
With the uncertainty of what the 2020-21 school year will look like because of the coronavirus and the 
financial situation of the parish, St. Mary’s School is looking at new ways to increase our fundraising.  One 
of the new fundraisers we will be incorporating this coming year will be selling Harry’s PIzza in October.  I 
know some of you are hesitant about more fundraisers, but our goal is to keep tuition from increasing 
significantly. Our hope as we add this fundraiser is that it will not take a lot of commitment from parents, 
as we know your lives are busy enough and you are already giving a significant amount of your income 
toward other school expenses. More information will be available as the date nears. 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
SMS$4Kids: The total program rebate for 4/1/18 - 3/31/19 was $9826.14. St. Mary’s School made a profit  

of $5834.27 after expenses and $3991.87 that was given out in tuition reimbursements. The 
SMS$4Kids Program (“SMS Cash for Kids”) is a wonderful program used to raise funds for the 
school as well as help reduce your tuition commitment. The best part about the program is there 
is NO ADDITIONAL COST to the people using it. SMS$4Kids is a gift card program that allows 
schools to buy gift cards from businesses at a reduced rate, which is how the program makes 
money. If you or someone you know would like to start using SMS$4Kids please contact the 
school at 320-256-4257. 

 
Budget: Our operating budget for the 2019-2020 year was estimated at $548,686. The expenses for the  

2020-2021 school year is estimated to be $585,893.   

 

Enrollment 
 

2019-2020 Enrollment 2020-2021 Enrollment 
Little Saints 3-5 20 Little Saints 13 
Kindergarten 15 Kindergarten 12 
1st grade 15 1st grade 16 
2nd grade 21 2nd grade 12 
3rd grade 11 3rd grade 21 
4th grade 17 4th grade 11 
5th grade 19 5th grade 17 
6th grade 20 6th grade 19 
Total K-6 118 Total K-6 108 

 
Registration is still open for the coming school year. If you know of anyone who might be interested in 
having their children attend St. Mary’s School, please have them contact the school for a visit.  
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Curriculum and Instruction 
 
Following our curriculum cycle, and after a thorough evaluation of our student objectives and 
outcomes, St. Mary’s School implemented a new reading curriculum this past year, called Benchmark 
Workshop. Teachers attended workshops in the fall and spring to assist them in using the curriculum most 
effectively. This year our curriculum cycle will guide us through the process of evaluating our math 
program.  We have applied for a grant from the Diocese which we will use to put towards the purchase 
of a new math curriculum.  
 
 

Faith Development and Dedication to Service 
 
Throughout the year, our students have many opportunities for developing a strong faith and learning to 
serve others. These are a few of the activities our students participated in throughout this past school 
year that reflect our dedication to service and reaching out beyond the walls of our building.  
 

● Each classroom visited Pine Villa to participate in engaging activities with the residents. 
● Students prayed daily for those whose prayers we collected from our Marathon/Prayer-a-thon.  
● Students collected socks for area shelters during Advent. 

 

Maintenance Projects 
 

● A new preschool playground was completed with donated funds from the Ervin and Monica 
Mayers family.  

● New fill was put in the playground. 
● Melrose Electric, along with Twenty4Seven, helped us update our camera system in the interior 

of the school.  
● The gym/cafeteria was painted along with 5 classrooms. 

 

Accreditation 
 
MNSAA ( Minnesota Nonpublic School Accrediting Association): The Minnesota Nonpublic School 
Accrediting Association (MNSAA) has renewed the accreditation of St. Mary’s School for the eligibility 
period of 2020 to 2027. The mission of MNSAA is to be a facilitator in improving the quality of nonpublic 
education in Minnesota through the accreditation process. Early this May, St. Mary’s had their onsite 
visit. Part of the improvement initiative that MNSAA requires of St. Mary’s School is to produce a Strategic 
Plan that includes objectives, action steps, and a timeline.  Progress on our Strategic Plan is reported to 
MNSAA on an annual basis. Our full Strategic Plan can be found on our website and SchoolSpeak.  

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Objective 1: Using Hearts, Hands, and Voices, St. Mary’s Catholic School will be a community of  

academic excellence.  
Strategy 1: Develop a vertically aligned curriculum Kindergarten through 6th grade.  
Strategy 2: Improve assessment practices, incorporating  formative and summative strategies to  

inform instructions. 
Strategy 3: Develop a document to record and communicate student growth both  

academically and socially/emotionally/ behaviorally.  
Strategy 4: Identify and implement academic programs and practices to support the needs of  

all learners academically and socially/emotionally/behaviorally.  
Strategy 5: Implement differentiated instruction to meet the needs of all learners academically  

and socially/emotionally/behaviorally.  
Strategy 6: Promote teacher effectiveness and professional learning.  

 
Objective 2: St. Mary’s Catholic School will provide a safe, functional, and attractive learning facility.  

Strategy 1: Explore options to manage maintenance.  
Strategy 2: Implement Emergency Operations Plan.  

 
Objective 3: St. Mary’s Catholic School will remain financially viable into the future. 

Strategy 1: Create financial stability and viability. 
Strategy 2: Establish a tuition assistance plan. 
Strategy 3: Develop a 5 year fundraising plan.  

 
Objective 4: St. Mary’s Catholic School will communicate effectively with stakeholders to increase  

enrollment and retention of students in the school.  
Strategy 1: Develop and implement a marketing plan to attract new families. 
Strategy 2: Retain current students and families.  
Strategy 3: Increase community involvement of St. Mary’s Catholic School while at the same  

time increasing the educational experiences for students.  
 

SMS Information 
 
Endowment Fund: The endowment committee meets quarterly. The endowment fund has reached  
$1,108,877.70. Of this amount, $817,633.25 is principal. As of May 2020, the Endowment Fund has given 
$376,000 to the school. The Endowment fund contributed $30,000 to the 2019-20 school year operating 
budget.  
 
Technology: We are continuing to update our technology resources for the students. Melrose Area 
Schools will purchase chromebooks for the 5th graders. Those chromebooks will remain with them until 
the end of 8th grade. There will be a $30.00 maintenance fee per chromebook per year that SMS will 
pay for from the technology fund. Parents will need to pay the fee once the students enter 7th grade. 

 
 
 



 

 
St. Mary’s School has also purchased 20 new chromebooks for grades K-2 in anticipation of additional 
distance learning in the future.  
 
Lunch: Our lunch program continues to be catered by Cornerstone Restaurant and Buffet. This spring, 
students were given the opportunity to provide feedback about the program; this will be shared with 
Cornerstone.   
 
Teaching Assignments: All teaching assignments will remain the same for the coming year.  
 
Dates to Remember: 

August 25  Open House 4:00-7:00pm  
August 31 First Day of School  
September 10 School pictures 
October 2 Marathon/Prayer-a-thon 
October 14 Grandparents Day 
December 16 Christmas program 
March 6 Auction 4 Education 
 

St. Mary’s Facebook Page: St Mary’s Catholic School - Melrose   
St. Mary’s School Website: www.smsmelrosemn.org 
  
Thank you for your continued support of our school. The St. Mary’s Catholic School community is very 
blessed to have so many individuals who care about our ongoing success.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Autumn Nelson, Principal 
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