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Program Profits Help 
Build New Playground 

Area for SMS Kids! 

Stand 4 Hope:  
A Shining Act of Faith & Love 

In the summer of 2013, the three Wehlage brothers (all 
students at SMS) set out to raise awareness, hope and 
money selling lemonade at 25 cents a cup at their 
lemonade stand.  Their motivation: to help a family friend 
in his fight against cancer (Wes Schiffler who had been 
diagnosed with brain tumors).   

In October, work on a new 
cemented play area for the 
playground was completed.  
It includes 4-square and 
hopscotch game sections.   
 
This project was made 
possible by profits from the 
SMS$4KIDS program and the 
efforts of Jeremy Kraemer 
(who made the stamps), Carl 
and Bri Worms, and the 
Worms Lumber & Ready Mix 
company and crew. 

They raised $300, 
donating it to the 
Cancer Society through 
Wes’ Walking Warriors. 
 
This past summer, they 
raised $1,193, plus a 
$500 match for a family 
member: their great-
uncle, Alan Van Drehle, 
who was diagnosed 
with pancreatic 
cancer.  
 

But what they’ve done 
is about so much more 
than the money raised.  
It’s a shining example of 
faith in action—about 
letting their lights shine 
to help others.  

To sell cups of hope to 
family, friends and 
strangers who wanted or 
needed some. 

BEFORE 

 
So we’d like to shine our light on them—recognizing 
them for what they started (then just 7, 6 & 6 years old), 
the inspiration they are to others, and the many lives 
they’ve affected…and are yet to touch. 
 
Meet the boys behind the “Stand 4 Hope.” 
• Max, now 9, loves any type of sport, hunting and 

fishing. 
• Sam, now 7, likes anything with a motor, 

snowmobiling, four-wheeling, etc. 
• Charlie, also 7 and Sam’s twin, is a farmer at heart 

and already knows what he wants on his farm when 
he grows up.  He likes animals, chores, field work and 
knows all the farm equipment. 

 
According to their mom, Jody Wehlage, they’re three 
totally different kids who worked together very well to 
bring their idea to life.  

DURING 

“They did an amazing job!” says Principal Robert Doyle.  “The kids are 
enjoying the game areas, and learned a lot while watching the crew 
work. Thanks to all who use the SMS$4Kids program!” 
 
Remember: SMS$4KIDS profits (not used to manage the program or 
offset tuition) will go towards “extras” like this project for the kids. 
What’s planned next?  Principal Doyle will be talking to SMS students, 
and they’ll decide.  Stay tuned.  
 

AFTER 

Thanks, Max, Sam and Charlie, for reminding us of what 
we can achieve if we just believe and have the 
courage to act.  You’ve truly made a difference. 



UPCOMING EVENTS!  
• TUES, NOV 11, 9 AM:  Veterans Day Program. Please 

submit pictures of our veterans to use in the program! 
• THU, NOV 20:  CLIMB Theatre at SMS for a residency. 
• WED, DEC 17: SMS Christmas Program at Melrose High 

School Theater.  Shows at 1 PM & 7 PM.  All welcome.  
NOTE: We are combining our Grandparents Day and 
Christmas Programs onto one DVD. If interested in 
buying a copy, contact the SMS Office. Interested?  Contact Principal Robert Doyle at sms@meltel.net 

Phone: 320-256-4257 

WE NEED YOU! 

OCT/NOV 2014 

Ideas?  Comments?  Contact our editor, Julie Berling @ jberling@gnpcompany.com.  Visit  www.SMSMelroseMN.org for more SMS news. 

• Catholic Schools Week School Breakfast Co-Chair Couple: 
Needed to work with chair couple, Audrey & Marty Clare, and 
our breakfast cook, Brenda Primus.  Date: SUN, JAN 25. 

• SMS 2015 Auction4Education Committee Members:  Co-Chairs 
for Auction Night Crew & Serving Committees. JAN-MAR 2015. 

• SMS Marketing Committee Members: Ongoing: AUG-MAY 

 
• The Catholic United Financial 

Matching Grant Breakfast by the   
St. Bernard/St. Elizabeth Society: 
Earned $5,700 (includes matching grant 
of $1,000); 580 people were served. 

• Pray-athon/Marathon: Raised over 
300 prayer intentions, which will be used 
in classrooms, and about $18,000! 

This Issue’s Featured Teachers:  Ms. Kloth & Ms. Amanda  

The start of this school year marked Ms. Amy Kloth’s first 
day as a full-time 4th grade teacher at SMS.  Ms. Kloth 
has taught in schools around the country since earning 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Elementary 
Education from Mankato State and the University of 
Central Oklahoma, respectively.  She’s been a 
substitute teacher for schools in the Melrose area 
(including SMS) for the past few years. 
 

  

 

 Next Issue: 
A Christmas Program  

Sneak Peek! 

Our very own Ms. Amanda Hellermann, lead teacher 
for Kids Time, was honored at the Educational Support 
Staff Recognition Event held on Sept. 24.  Coordinated 
and sponsored by member school districts and 
Resource Training Solutions, the event recognizes 
support staff who play an integral part of each school 
and make them run more efficiently every day. 
 
 

SMS Spirit Shines: THANK YOU! 

Ms. Amanda: Kids Time Veteran 
One steps into her first full-time year at SMS, the other celebrates 10 years at SMS and Recent Award.  

  

Ms.Kloth: New 4th Grade Teacher 

The TEEPEE PROJECT was done while studying the 
early Native American tribes.  Students had to tell a 
story using Native American symbols, and then draw 
their stories onto their teepees. They also wrote their 
stories in words. 

For the BONES PROJECT, students tested a round paper tube and a square 
paper tube to see which would hold more books, helping them understand 
which shape would make the stronger bone. Students learned that the round 
tubes were stronger, which  is why our bones are round instead of square. 
 

STUDENT PROJECT  
SHOWCASE:  4th  GRADE 

These two projects come from Ms. Kloth’s 4th Graders. 

Teepee 
Project 

Bones 
Project 

According to Ms. Kloth, the most rewarding part of being a teacher is 
being able to see the progress of all her students.  “I love being there 
when my students understand something they may have been 
struggling with,” she explains.  “I love it when a lesson gets the kids 
involved with hands-on learning and discovery…like the Bones Project 
described in the student project showcase below.”   
 

According to Ms. Kloth, sharing her love of reading is what comes 
easiest for her as a teacher.  She loves to read to her class and see 
them excited about their own reading.  

Upper left: Amy Kloth pictured with her 
husband, Doug. Here: she’s whitewater 
rafting with her husband and 3 children 
on the Galatin River in Montana in 2011. 

The newest teaching 
methods for reading she 
brings to her classroom: 
Daily 5 and CAFE (short for 
Comprehension, Accuracy, 
Fluency, and Expanding 
Vocabulary).  Learn more 
about these programs. 
 

She adds: “St. Mary’s has 
wonderful technology 
already in the classrooms.      
I look forward to using it to 
bring more to my students.” 

Ms. Amanda holds the award  
which recognizes her contributions 

to creating a positive and safe 
environment for our kids.    

“This marks Ms. Amanda’s 10th 
year at SMS,” says Principal 
Doyle.  “This recognition is 
well-deserved.  She’s truly an  
asset to our staff and school.  We congratulate her 
and thank her for the gifts she so graciously shares.” 

• Auction4Education: Donation collection has begun! 
• SMS Spiritwear: New SMS headbands (in blue or purple for 

$6/each) and T-Shirts available for sale at School Office. 
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